
 
 
Miller’s triangle of clinical competence (Miller GE 1990)5 

 
 
 
 

          Does        Performance assessment in vivo 
         (video, logs) 
 

                Shows how   Performance assessment in vivo 
    (OSCE) 
        

                Knows how   Clinical/Context based tests  
    (MCQ, essay types, oral) 
 

        Knows    Factual tests 
    (MCQ, essay type, oral) 

 
 
 
The ideal level of clinical testing would be the “does” that is a reliable 
test of performance on the wards.  The OSCE tests at the level of 
“Shows how”. 


